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The Red Tail Squadron Reborn 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQTxM6CFj7Y 

by 
Bill Shepard, CAF Red Tail Squadron 

President Canadian Harvard Aircraft Association 
Pilot P51 Red Tail Squadron Mustang 
bill@redtail.org 

  

Our young people of today must reach out for 

their dreams, knowing they can achieve anything 

they set their minds to, be able to overcome 

adversity and difficulties in life.  Often we are 

blind to the lessons of the past, not taking 

advantage of the road paved by brave souls like 

the Tuskegee Airmen.   In the past decade there 

has been a renewed effort to honor the 

contributions and ultimate sacrifices of our men 

and women in all branches of the service.  The 

thing that is most often missed is the back story, 

the story behind the story.  Why did so many of 

our ordinary men and women do so many extra 

ordinary acts to bring our people, and 

subsequently, a nation, forward.  

Tuskegee Airmen were Americaôs first black 

military pilots and crews.  They showed great 

courage in overcoming racism on the ground and 

against the Luftwaffe in the air during WWII. 

Their ability to triumph over adversity during 

these times serves to inspire others on how to 

rise above their obstacles, no matter what their 

race or gender.  We all have life lessons to be 

learned from the airmenôs stories about the war 

and their successful lives afterwards.  The  

Tuskegee Airmenôs legacy of triumph over 

adversity is a message worth passing on to 

future generations and that is the mission of the 

CAF Red Tail Squadron, a message that most 

definitely has the power to inspire our youth of 

today  

The lessons from our Airmen need to be 

shared. 

I am one of the proud pilots helping to keep 

the airmenôs journey alive.  I have been flying 

Vintage WWII aircraft for many years and have 

the honor to fly with the Canadian Harvard 

Aircraft Association as a Harvard (NAT-6) 

formation pilot and now the Commemorative 

Air Force (CAF) Red Tail Squadron P51 

Mustang.  With a team of dedicated enthusiasts, 

we have been honoring our Veterans across the 

United States and Canada and recognizing and 

celebrating their actions.  The real story does 

not simply revolve around a list of 

achievements or stats, but how the Airmen 

lived, carried out their duties, and in some cases 

died for what they believed in.  Their true 

legacy is not only how they performed in 

wartime, but rather how they overcame  
continued on Page 2 
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The Red Tail Squadron Reborn 
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well as educate.  The plane, ñTuskegee 

Airmen,ò and the RISE ABOVE Traveling 

Exhibit  will travel to air shows, events, and 

schools.   

As I mentioned, I am one of the many 

people inspired by the Airmenôs journey.  

Aviation has been a part on my life for many 

years.  First, on the side lines admiring my 

fatherôs career in the U.S Marine Corps 

Aviation, my years spent as an Air Cadet, and 

subsequently becoming a pilot as a young 

man.  Like many young men I was caught in 

the moment and I would not gain my 

knowledge of Tuskegee Airmen until later in 

life.  I continued along my way, earning my 

endorsements and certifications without 

understanding who or what preceded me ï I 

was not aware of those who had paved the way 

for me.  My eyes were opened when my years 

of hard work paid off and I was invited to join 

an AT-6 demonstration squadron.  Flying the 

AT-6, (aka The Pilot Maker) I soon was thrust 

into the world of historical aviation.  Learning 

that behind the technology and innovations of 

the time it was men and women serving in 

many capacities, in the air, on the ground or 

out to sea that gave our nation the character 

and strength to prevail.  I and all the pilots of 

the War Bird communities are proud to honor 

them with every flight. 

Thank you for allowing me to share this 

story.  I hope to see you at one of the many 

future ñRise Aboveò exhibits. 

 

 

obstacles well after the war and what the Airmen 

were truly made of in the fabric of their souls. 

As history tells, The Airmen exceeded all 

expectations, breaking through barriers often set 

at a higher standard.   They were able to do this 

by embracing their duties, and living by a code 

of ethics:  

¶ Aim High 

¶ Believe in Yourself  

¶ Use Your Brain  

¶ Never Quit  

¶ Be Ready to Go 

¶ Expect to Win   

The airmen trained with the hope of bringing 

these six principles to the forefront; and by 

telling their story we hope to give our youth the 

strength to not take the easy path but one of 

integrity.  As you will see at the link under the 

headline for this article:  
 

ñWe did not get together to go down there 

and say; hey weôre going to down there to set 

the world on fire. It was more collectively 

individuals seeking to do their best and 

accomplish the mission that was assigned.ò  

Col Charles McGee 
 

This is the heart of the message for the 

Commemorative Air Force.  Focused on 

education, the CAF Red Tail Squadron is not a 

typical educational program.  It uses two unique 

tools to create interest and capture the 

imagination.  One tool is a rare P-51C Mustang 

fighter which the Tuskegee Airmen flew in battle 

over North Africa and Europe from 1943 to 

1945.  The second tool is a mobile exhibit; The 

RISE ABOVE Traveling Exhibit  is one-of-a-

kind. It is housed in a 53ǋ long customized trailer 

with sides that slide out to create a movie theatre 

with a 180-degree screen. The poignant original 

movie, ñRISE ABOVE,ò is sure to entertain as  
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NABVETs Officers 

Dr. Franklin db Jackson, Commander, Kappa Alpha 

Psi - Mason - Top Hatter 

Dr. James H. Holden, Vice Commander, Kappa 

Alpha Psi - Mason - Top Hatter 

Bro. John Rose, Vice Commander, Kappa Alpha Psi 

Bro. Claude W. Gray, Financial Officer, Mason - Top 

Hatter 

Bro. Will Furlough Financial, Secretary & Sergeant at 

Arms, Mason - Top Hatter 

Bro. Rod Williams, Adjutant, Mason 

Dr. Marilyn J. Lewis Assistant Adjutant 

 



 

The United States Marine 
Corps Finally Steps Up 

 
A platoon of Montford Point Marine recruits is shown in New River, 

N.C., in this April 1943 image provided by the Marine Corps. 

 

Marine Commandant Gen. James Amos 

expressed his support for the medal, saying in 

a letter to lawmakers that the Montford Point 

Marines "served with distinction in three of the 

bloodiest battles in the Pacific ï Saipan, Iwo 

Jima, and Okinawa," "defended a society that 

enjoyed freedoms they did not share" and 

"contributed, in large measure, to President 

Truman's decision to order the desegregation 

of the Armed Forces in 1948.'' 

About 20,000 African American Marines 

received training at Montford Point between 

1942 and 1949.  "The Montford Point Marines 

fought an enemy abroad and injustice at 

home,'' Rep. Brad Miller (D-N.C.) said during 

House consideration of the measure. 

When the resolution was approved, four 

Montford Point Marines were in the gallery 

observing the vote. 

For more information on the Montford 

Point Marines, check out their official website 

at 

http://www.montfordpointmarines.com/MPM

A%20MUSEUM.html. 

 

See You at Our Convention 
The 2012 National Convention will be held 

in Charlotte, NC, Oct 3-6 at the Charlotte 

Marriott Executive Park Hotel (800-359-

7961).  We would like to get a minimum of 7 

ads, 7 hotel registrations, & 7 convention & 

banquet registrations from each chapter.  

Early bird fee of $85 includes convention 

registration, continental breakfast, lunch for 

Thursday and Friday, and the banquet.  Hotel 

is $105 plus tax.  You may register online at 

www.nabvetscharlotte.org.  Contact the 

Denver office for printed forms.  

For more information or to 

become a sponsor or instructor, 

contact Commander Richard S. 

Kornegay at 910-488-1399. 

 

With the recent release of the movie Red 

Tails, the US Air Forceôs Tuskegee Airmen are 

experiencing a well-earned moment in the 

spotlight of exemplary military courage and 

achievement.  Thanks to movies and television, 

America has long been aware of the indomitable 

feats of the Armyôs Buffalo Soldiers.  And the 

US Navy has paid public tribute to a number of 

its Black heroes such as Dorie Miller at Pearl 

Harbor and  Leonard Roy Harmon at 

Guadalcanal.  But the United States Marine 

Corps, the last military branch to accept Black 

soldiers, had not honored its valiant Black 

warriors . . . until now. 

In October 2011 Congress voted 422 ï 0 to 

grant the Montford Point Marines, the Marine 

Corpsô first Black fighters, the nationôs highest 

civilian honor ï the Congressional Medal of 

Honor.  According to the legislation, a single 

gold medal (to be displayed permanently at the 

Smithsonian) will  be awarded to the Montford 

Point Marines, collectively, "in recognition of 

their personal sacrifice and service to their 

country." 

Medal recipients include retired Sergeant 

Bennie John Covington, the first cousin of our 

own Commander Franklin Jackson. 
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AFRICAN 
AMERICANS IN 
AVIATION 

 
LTC Robert L. Shelton on the left; 
retired USAF Colonel Paul 
Deaderick on the right. 

young blacks in particular about African Americansô contribution 

to Aviation in America.   

Robert, a member of the Denver Alumni Chapter of Kappa 

Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., enlisted the help of Kappa fraternity 

brothers LTC Stokes W. Anderson, Jr. and Colonel Paul 

Deaderick, both retired U.S. Air Force Veterans, to answer that 

question.  Together they developed a display about African 

Americans in aviation and presented it to the Wings Over The 

Rockies Museum in time to celebrate Black History month, 

February 2011.  The display was developed using information 

and pictures from the book Blacks in Aviation, by Von Hardesty, 

and permission from the Smithsonian Museum.  Their findings 

revealed: 

ü Emory Conrad Malick, Licensee Pilot No. 105 received 

his license in March 1912. 

ü Eugene Bullard emigrated to France during World War I 

and flew briefly with the French in 1917.   

ü Bessie Coleman, the first African American female pilot, 

traveled to France in November 1920 and received a pilot 

license from the Federation Aeronautique International. 

ü James Herman Banning earned his pilot license in the 

early 1930s and emerged as one of the most prominent 

black stunt pilots of the time. 

These aviators ignited and fanned the flames of desire for 

other African Americans to become aviators.  This strong desire 

to fly and defend their country in time of need (World War II) led 

to the Tuskegee Project and the Tuskegee Airmen whom we 

celebrate today.  Because of this historical evolution  African 

Americans are now an integral part of Commercial Aviation, 

Private Industry, and the U.S. Space Program (NASA). 
 

 

A group of Black youth 

touring the Wings Over the 

Rockies Museum in November 

2010 asked the question, 

ñWere there African Americans 

flying before the Tuskegee 

Airmen?ò   LTC Robert 

Shelton, a retired U.S. Air 

Force aviator was taken aback 

by the question and the lack of 

knowledge among  
 

 
NABVETs Offices: 

1330 Leyden St. 
Suite 110 

Denver, CO  80220 
 

VA Hospital: 3B-108 
Mondays  1:00-4:00 pm 
303-399-8020  Ext 3019 

 

Visit us on the internet at 
www.nabvetscolorado.org 

Planning to Travel? 
VA 

patients 

who need 

medical 

care while 

away 

from the 

Denver VA should telephone 

the VA  ASAP at 1-888-795-

0073 for help. 
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Funding for Vets and 
Seniors Seeking 
Employment  

 
The Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

(CCH) Vocational program has obtained a grant 

that allows us to assist veterans and individuals 

over the age of 55 in breaking down many of the 

barriers that are preventing them from becoming 

employed - things like obtaining proper clothing, 

transportation, education and training, etc. This 

is somewhat flexible funding that fills holes 

many other funding sources cannot. 

Procedures, criteria, and application forms are 

available on the CCH Intranet under ñShared 

Documentsò Ÿ ñRenaissance Worksò Ÿ 

ñCSBG Servicesò. 

Keep in mind that this is an EMPLOYMENT 

grant. The primary outcome measure is jobs 

obtained.  Many of our clients may need the 

items listed but unless you truly believe the 

assistance has a good chance in resulting in 

employment, please do not apply because they 

will unfortunately have to be denied. 

We are excited to be able to offer and 

coordinate this resource for all programs and 

clients of CCH. If you have eligible clients, 

please take advantage of this awesome 

resource. 

Thanks! 

Tim Marshall 
tmarshall@coloradocoalition.org 

Director of Residential and Vocational Services 

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

Denver, CO 

We appreciate and support you . 

 
NABVETS REGION II & COLORADO STATE COMMAND 

PO BOX 7096 

DENVER, COLORADO, 80207-0096 

303-482-0654 

WWW.NABVETSCOLORADO.ORG 

 

WELCOME HOME VETERANS! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE. 

 

 

A Message from 
Our Commander 
NABVETS MEMBERS ONLY: 

Region II is 

comprised of the 

following states: 

Arizona, Colorado, 

Montana, New Mexico, 

Utah, and Wyoming.  By continuously 

expanding our scarce resources NABVETS 

Region II strives to improve our OUTREACH 

TO VETERANS AND SERVICE MEMBERS.  

In adding capacity and capacity building I 

am requesting the membership to nominate 

Service Members and Veterans you feel have the 

skills necessary to be great Chapter 

Commanders and great Chapter Officers in cities 

in the above states. 

Please consult with your nominee prior to 

nominating.  Only submit full names with 

telephone numbers. 

Our Office hours are 1:30 PM until 5 PM 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays (303 482 

0654).  Click on our web site below and pass it 

on.  NABVETS Colorado State Command Council 

Franklin db Jackson, PhD . Commander 
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 Task Force Working to 
Increase Transportation 
Options for Veterans in 
Colorado 

workshops on various topics 

related to transportation, both 

to the public or personalized 

for organizations.   In addition, 

DRMAC partners with Via 

Mobility Services to offer 

travel training to organizations 

and their customer, clients, or 

members. This training helps 

individuals learn how to use 

public transportation.  

For questions or to request 

these resources, contact 

Angela Schreffler at DRMAC 

at 303-861-3711 or 

executivedirector@drmac-

co.org. 

KUDOS 
On Thursday, May 24th, the 

White House Office of Public 
Engagement honored Richard S. 
Kornegay as one of 11 Vietnam 
Vets considered a Champion of 
Change for his work to end 
veteransô homelessness, boost 
veteransô employment, treat 
problems with substance abuse, 
and develop treatment programs 
for those dealing with PTSD. 

Kornegay, Commander & 
Regional Director for NABVETS 
Region VIII, is Chairman of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Ending Homelessness among 
Veterans Initiative and received an 
honorable discharge from the U.S. 
Army after serving more than 
twenty years of active duty. He 
completed his military career as the 
Operations/Liaison Sergeant for 
Directorate Plans & Training, 
responsible for all logistical support 
& training areas for ROTC, ARNG, 
& US Army Reserve Units that 
received training on Fort Jackson, 
SC. 

As the need for veterans 

transportation has continued to 

grow over the years, the influx 

in demand has prompted a wide 

variety of agencies such as 

Denver Regional Mobility and 

Access Council (DRMAC) and 

Colorado Interagency 

Coordinating Council on 

Transportation Access and 

Mobility (State Coordinating 

Council, or SCC) to come 

together in an effort to increase 

transportation options for 

Veterans around the state. The 

two entities founded the 

Veteransô Transportation Task 

Force in November, 2010 with 

the hope to foster better 

communication between 

veterans and non-veterans 

groups, which will lead to 

increased transportation service 

and a reduction in duplication.   

The task force strives to 

identify the current state of 

veteransô transportation, as well 

as the barriers to transportation 

coordination, and the best 

practices around coordination 

across the state and country. In 

addition, efforts are constant to 

secure new partners and 

support and to lead them in new 

coordination efforts. Finally, 

the Veterans Task force also 

works to disseminate  

information across the state, 

connect veteransô 

transportation providers to 

their local coordination 

councils, and facilitate problem 

solving in regard to barriers at 

the state and local levels. 

There are many resources in 

the area with regard to 

veteransô transportation.  

DRMAC brings these 

resources together with 

TransitOptions and the Getting 

There Guide.   

TransitOptions is an 

interactive online tool which 

can help individuals find the 

best transportation resources to 

fit their specific needs.  It can 

be accessed at 

http://database.gettingthereguid

e.com. The information in this 

database is based on 

DRMACôs Getting There 

Guide, which has been 

published since 2005 and can 

be found at 

www.gettingthereguide.com. 

TransitOptions has the same 

information as the Getting 

There Guide, except that it 

walks the user through a series 

of questions to help narrow 

down the transportation 

providers to a few options 

which meet the individualôs 

needs.  DRMAC also offers  
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First Come . . . First to Serve  

Pictures and captions provided by the Boeing Black Employees Association in Oklahoma City. 
    

Eugene Bullard 
ñThe Black Swallow of 

Deathò 

 
1894  ï 1961 

First African-American 

Military Pilot 

 
Samuel Gravely Jr. 

First African American Navy 

Ship Commander 

 
1922  ï 2004 

First African-American 

Navy Admiral 

 
Erroll M. Brown 

 
1950 ï Present 

First African-American 

Coast Guard Admiral 

Bessie Coleman 
ñQueen Bessò 

 
1892  ï 1926 

First African-American 

Woman Pilot 

 
Benjamin O. Davis Jr. 

Commander of Tuskegee 

Airman 

 
1912  ï 2002  

First African-American Air 

Force General 

 
Dr. Mae C. Jemison 

 
1956  ï Present 

First African-American 

Woman In Spac 

Herbert Julian 
ñThe Black Eagle of Harlemò 

 
1897  ï 1983 

First African-American 

Aviator 

 
Guion S. Bluford Jr. 

 
1942  ï Present 

First African-American In 

Space 

 
Dr. Bernard A. Harris Jr. 

 
1956 ï Present 

First African-American To 

Walk In Space 

Benjamin O. Davis Sr. 

 
1877  ï 1970 

First African-American 

Army General 

 
Frank E. Peterson Jr. 
First African-American 

Marine Corps Pilot 

 
1932  ï Present  

First African-American 

Marine Corps General 

 
Robert H. Lawrence 

 
1935  ï 1967  

First African-American 

Astronaut 
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First Come . . . First to Serve continued 

 

Dr. Condoleezza Rice 

 
1954 ï Present 

First African-American 

Woman Secretary of 

State  

 
Captain Ronald A. 

Radcliffe 

US Army 

 
Vietnam Helicopter 

Pilot named 1972 

Army Aviator of the 

Year 

 
Captain Lloyd Newton 

US Air Force 

 
First black pilot to join 

the Thunderbirds 1974 

Captain Donnie L. 

Cochran 

US Navy 

 
First black pilot to join 

the Blue Angels 1986 

 
Captain Joseph 

"Peter" Petersen 

USAF Thunderbirds 

 
Died in January 1982 

during aerial maneuver 

over the Nevada desert 

 
Barack H. Obama 

Commander In Chief 

 
1961 ï Present 

First African-American 

President 

African-Americans at Boeing 

 
African American Women at 

Boeing in WWII 

 
Tuskegee Airmen 

ñThe Red Tailed Angelsò 

 
First class of cadets in 1941 

 
Dale White & Chauncey Spencer 

 
Completed 3000 mile round trip 

from Chicago - Washington in 

1939 

 
Integrated AF B-26 crew of last 

Korean War combat mission 

 
From left A3C D. Judd, LT D. 

Mansfield and LT B. Ralston 

Charles B. Hall 

 
First black fighter pilot to 

down an enemy aircraft 

on July 21,1943 

 
Belle Alexander  

 
One of first African-

Americans to work for 

Boeing Aircraft 

 
Colin L. Powell 

US Army Retired General 

 
1937 ï Present 

First African-American 

Head of the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff  

First African American 

Secretary of State 
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